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FM AMEMBASSY RANGOON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4821 

CONFIDENTIAL RANGOON 0296 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, EFIN, IBRD, BM 

SUBJECT: AID TO BURMA 

REF: A. RANGOON 256 B. RANGOON 290 

IF WE DECIDE TO OFFER MODEST GRANT ASSISTANCE TO BURMA, SUGGEST 
WE TELL GUB WE WOULD BE WILLING EXTEND IT THROUGH COLOMBO PLAN 
IF THEY DESIRE. BY PUTTING IT IN A MULTILATERAL FRAMEWORK, 

GUB WOULD HAVE FEWER PROBLEMS WITH THE VARIOUS INTERNAL AND 
EXTERNAL IDEOLOGUES WITH WHICH I 
MUST DEAL. IN ADDITION, 

COLOMBO PLAN CHANNEL WOULD BE ANOTHER DEMONSTRATION OF USG 
SUPPORT FOR ASIAN REGIONALISM. BECAUSE OF WAY COLOMBO PLAN 
OPERATES, USG WOULD RETAIN ALL THE NECESSARY PLANNING, FISCAL 
AND OPERATIONAL CONTROLS AND EARN MERIT BOTH WITHIN AND 
WITHOUT BURMA. 
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